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other and public or common areas by at least
1-hour fire partitions and each dwelling unit or
sleeping unit has an exir directly to a public
way, exit court or yard.

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required where
the building is equipped throughout with an
automatic sprinkler system installed in accor-
dance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2 and
the occupant notification appliances will auto-
matically activate throughout the notification
zones upon a sprinkler water flow.

3. A fire alarm system is not required in buildings
that do not have interior corridors serving
dwelling units and are protected by an approved
automatic sprinkler system installed in accor-
dance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2, pro-
vided that dwelling uniis either have a means of
egress door opening directly to an exterior exit
access that leads directly to the exits or are
served by open-ended corridors designed in
accordance with Section 1026.6, Exception 4.

907.2.9.2 Smoke alarms. Single- and multiple-station
smoke alarms shall be installed in accordance with Sec-
tion 907.2.11.

9207.2.9.3 Licensed Group R-2.1 occupancies. Licensed
Group R-2.1 occupancies housing more than six
non-ambulatory, elderly clients shall be provided with
an approved manual and automatic fire alarm system,

Exceptions: Buildings housing non-ambulatory cli-
ents on the first story only and which are protected
throughout by the following:

1. An approved and supervised automatic sprin-
kler system, as specified in Sections 903.3.1.1
or 903.3.1.2, which upon activation will initiate
the fire alarm system to notify all occupants.

2. A manual fire alarm system.
3. Smoke alarms required by Section 907.2.11.

907.2.10 Group R-4. Fire alarm systems and smoke alarms
shall be installed in Group R-4 occupancies as required in
Sections 907.2.10.1 through 907.2.10.3.

907.2.10.1 Manual fire alarm system. A manual fire
alarm system that activates the occupant notification sys-
tem in accordance with Section 907.6 shall be installed in
Group R-4 occupancies.

Exceptions:

1. A manual fire alarm System i$ not required in
buildings not more than two stories in Height
where all individual sleeping units and contigu-
ous attic and craw] spaces to those units are sep-
arated from each other and public or common
areas by at least 1-hour fire partitions and each
individual sleeping wunit has an exit directly toa
public way, exif court or yard.
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2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required
throughont the building when the following
conditions are met:

2.1. The building is equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler systemn
installed in accordance with Section
903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2;

2.2. The notification appliances will acti-
vate upon sprinkler water flow; and

2.3. At least one manual fire alarm box is
installed at an approved location.

3. Manual fire alarm boxes in resident or patient
sleeping areas shall not be required at exits
where located at all nurses’ control stations or
other constantly attended staff locations, pro-
vided such stations are visible and continuously
accessible and that travel distances required in
Section 907.5.2.1 are not exceeded.

907.2.10.2 Automatic smoke detection system. An
automatic smoke detection system that activates the
occupant notification system in accordance with Section
907.6 shall be installed in corridors, waiting areas open
to corridors and habitable spaces other than sleeping
units and kitchens.

Exceptions:

1. Smoke detection in habitable spaces is not
required where the facility is equipped through-
out with an automatic sprinkler system installed
in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1.

2. An automatic smoke detection system is not
required in buildings that do not have interior
corridors serving sleeping units and where
each sleeping unit has a means of egress door
opening directly to an exit or to an exterior exit
access that leads directly to an exit,

907.2.10.3 Smoke alarms. Single- and multiple-station
smoke alarms shall be installed in accordance with Sec-
tion 907.2.11.

907.2.11 Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms.
Listed single- and multiple-station smoke alarms comply-
ing with UL 217 shall be installed in accordance with Sec-
tions 907.2.11.1 through 907.2.11.4 and NFPA 72.

Exception: For Group R occupancies. A fire alarm 5ys-
tem with smoke detectors located in accordance with this
section may be installed in liew of smoke alarms. Upon
actuation of the detector, only those notification appli-
ances in the dwelling unit or guest room where the detec-
tor is actuated shall activate.

907.2.11.1 Group R-1. Single- or multiple-station
smoke alarms shall be installed in all of the following
locations in Group R-1:

1. In sleeping areas.

2. In every room in the path of the means of egress

from the sleeping area to the door leading from the
sleeping unit.
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3. In each story within the sleeping unit, including
basements. For sleeping units with split levels and
without an intervening door between the adjacent
levels, a smoke alarm installed on the upper level
shall suffice for the adjacent lower level provided
that the lower level is less than one full story below
the upper level.

907.2.11.2 Groups R-2, R-2.1,R-3, R-3.1 and R-4. Sin-
gle or multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed
and maintained in Groups R-2,R-2.1,R-3,R-3.1 and R-4
regardless of occupant load at all of the following loca-
tions:

1. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate
sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of bed-
rooms.

2. In each room used for sleeping purposes.

Exception: Single- or multiple-station smoke
alarms in Group I-1 shall not be required where
smoke detectors are provided in the sleeping
rooms as part of an automatic smoke detection
system.

3. In each story within a dwelling unit, including
basements but not including crawl spaces and
uninhabitable attics. In dwellings or dwelling units
with split levels and without an intervening door
between the adjacent levels, a smoke alarm
installed on the upper level shall suffice for the
adjacent lower level provided that the lower level
is less than one full story below the upper level.

4. In a Group R-3.1 occupancy, in addition to the
above, smoke alarms shall be provided throughout
the habitable areas of the dwelling unit except
kitchens.

907.2.11.2,1 Group I-4 Occupancies. Large family
day-care homes shall be equipped with State Fire
Marshal approved and listed single station residen-
tial type smoke alarms.

907.2.11.2,2 Group R-3.1. In all facilities housing a

bedridden client, smoke alarms shall receive their
primary power from the building wiring when such
wiring is served from a commercial source and shail
be equipped with a battery backup. Smaoke alarms
shall be electricaily interconnected so as to cause all
smoke alarms to sound a distinctive alarm signal
upon actuation of any single smoke alarm. Such
alarm signal shall be audible throughout the facility
at aminimal level of 15 db abave ambient noise level.
These devices need not be interconnected to any other
fire alarm device, have a control panei, or be electri-
cally supervised or provided with emergency power.

907.2.11.3 Interconnection. Where more than one
smoke alarm is required to be installed within an individ-
ual dwelling unit or sleeping unitin Group R-1, R-2, R-3,
R-3.1 or R4, the smoke alarms shall be interconnected in
such a manner that the activation of one alarm will acti-
vate all of the alarms in the individual unit. The alarm

shall be clearly audible in all bedrooms over background
noise levels with all intervening doors closed.

907.2.11.4 Power source. In new construction construc-
tion and in newly classified Group R-3.1 occupancies,
required smoke alarms shall receive their primary power
from the building wiring where such wiring is served
from a commercial source and shall be equipped with a
battery backup. Smoke alarms with integral strobes that
are not equipped with battery back-up shall be connected
to an emergency electrical system. Smoke alarms shall
emit a signal when the batteries are low, Wiring shall be
permanent and without a disconnecting switch other than
as required for overcurrent protection.

Exception: Smoke alarms are not required to be
equipped with battery backup where they are con-
nected to an emergency electrical system.

907.2.12 Special amusement buildings. An automatic
smoke detection system shall be provided in special amuse-
ment buildings in accordance with Sections 907.2.12.1
through 907.2.12.3.

907.2.12.1 Alarm. Activation of any single smoke
detector, the automatic sprinkler system or any other
automatic fire detection device shall immediately sound
an alarm at the building at a constantly attended location
from which emergency action can be initiated, including
the capability of manual initiation of requirements in
Section 907.2.12.2.

907.2.12.2 System response. The activation of two or
more smoke detectors, a single smoke detector equipped
with an alarm verification feature, the aufomatic sprin-
kler system or other approved fire detection device shall
automatically:

1. Cause illumination of the means of egress with
light of not less than 1 foot-candle (11 lux) at the
walking surfacq level;

2. Stop any conflicting or confusing sounds and
visual distractions;

3. Activate an approved directional exit marking that
will become apparent in an emergency; and

4. Activate a prerecorded message, audible through-
out the special amusement building, instructing
patrons to proceed to the nearest exit. Alarm sig-
nalsused in conjunction with the prerecorded mes-
sage shall produce a sound which is distinctive
from other sounds used during normal operation.

907.2.12.3 Emergency voice/alarm communication
system. An emergency voice/alarm communication sys-
temn, which is also allowed to serve as a public address
system, shall be installed in accordance with Section
907.6.2.2 and be audible throughout the entire special
amusement building.

907.2.13 High-rise buildings and Group I-2 occupancies
having occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860
mm) above the lowest level of fire department vehicle
access. High-rise buildings and Group -2 occupancies
having occupied floors located more than 75 feet (22 860
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